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General Information
Change to the New York State child and
dependent care credit for tax year 1998

For 1998, the New York State child and
dependent care credit is a minimum of 20%
and as much as 100% of the federal credit,
depending on the amount of your New York
adjusted gross income.

Who Qualifies
If you qualify to claim the federal child and
dependent care credit, you can claim the
New York State credit (whether you actually
claim the federal credit or not).

If you did not file federal Form 2441, you can
still claim the New York State child and
dependent care credit on Form IT-216 if all
five of the following apply.

1. Your filing status is Single, Head of
household, Qualifying widow(er) with
dependent child, or Married filing jointly.
However, see Special Rule for Married
Persons Filing Separate Returns below.

2. The care was provided so you (and your
spouse, if you were married ) could work
or look for work. However, if you did not
find a job and have no earned income for
the year, you cannot take the credit. If
your spouse was a student or disabled,
see the line 7 instructions on page 3.

3. You (and your spouse, if you were
married) paid over half the cost of
keeping up your home. The cost includes
rent, mortgage interest, real estate taxes,
utilities, home repairs, and food eaten at
home.

4. You and your child (or other qualifying
person(s) for whom the care was
provided) lived in the same home.

5. The person who provided the care was
not your spouse or a person whom you
can claim as a dependent. If your child
provided the care, he or she must have
been age 19 or older by the end of 1998.

Married Persons Filing Separate
Federal and New York State Returns
If your filing status is married filing
separately and all of the following apply, you
are considered unmarried for purposes of
figuring the child and dependent care credit.

• You lived apart from your spouse during
the last 6 months of 1998, and

• the qualifying person lived in your home
more than half of 1998, and

• you provided over half the cost of keeping
up your home.

If you meet all the requirements to be
treated as unmarried and meet items 2
through 5 above, you may claim the credit. If
you do not meet all the requirements to be
treated as unmarried, you cannot claim the
credit.

Married Persons Filing Joint Federal
Returns, but Required to File
Separate New York Returns
If you and your spouse file jointly for federal
purposes, but are required to file separate
New York returns because one spouse is a
resident and the other spouse is either a
nonresident or part-year resident, you may
still claim the credit. However, the credit must
be claimed on the return of the spouse with
the lower taxable income (computed without
regard to such credit).

Married Persons Not Required to
File a Federal Return
If you and your spouse are not required to
file a federal income tax return, the New
York State child and dependent care credit is
allowed only if you file a joint New York State
tax return (Form IT-100, IT-200, IT-201 or
IT-203).

How to Claim the Credit
In addition to the above federal
requirements, to claim the New York State
child and dependent care credit you must:

— file (or have filed) a New York State
return for 1998,

— report the required information about the
care provider on line 2 of Form IT-216,
and

— complete Form IT-216.

Important Terms
Qualifying Person(s)
A qualifying person is:

• Any child under age 13 whom you can
claim as a dependent (but see Exception
for Children of Divorced or Separated
Parents below). If the child turned 13
during the year, the child is a qualifying
person for the part of the year he or she
was under age 13.

• Your disabled spouse who is not able to
care for himself or herself.

• Any disabled person not able to care for
himself or herself whom you can claim as
a dependent for federal purposes (or
could claim as a dependent for federal
purposes, except that the person had
gross income of $2,700 or more). If this
person is your child, see Exception for
Children of Divorced or Separated
Parents below. To find out who is a
dependent, see the instructions for federal
Form 1040 or 1040A, line 6c.

Caution: To be a qualifying person, the
person must have shared the same home
with you in 1998.

Exception for Children of Divorced
or Separated Parents
If you were divorced, legally separated, or
lived apart from your spouse during the last

6 months of 1998, you may be able to take
the credit even if your child is not your
dependent. If your child is not your
dependent, he or she is a qualifying person
only if all five of the following federal
requirements apply to you:

1. You had custody of the child for a longer
time in 1998 than the other parent. For
the definition of custody, see federal
Publication 501, Exemptions, Standard
Deduction, and Filing Information.

2. One or both of the parents provided over
half of the child’s support in 1998.

3. One or both of the parents had custody
of the child for more than half of 1998.

4. The child was under age 13 or was
disabled and could not care for himself or
herself.

5. The other parent claims the child as a
dependent because

— as the custodial parent, you signed
federal Form 8332, Release of Claim
to Exemption for Child of Divorced or
Separated Parents, or a similar
statement agreeing not to claim the
child’s exemption for 1998, or

— your divorce decree or written
agreement went into effect before
1985 and it states that the other
parent can claim the child as a
dependent, and the other parent gave
at least $600 for the child’s support in
1998. This rule does not apply if your
decree or agreement was changed
after 1984 to say that the other parent
cannot claim the child as a
dependent.

Qualified Expenses
These include amounts paid for household
services and care of the qualifying person(s)
while you worked or looked for work. Child
support payments are not qualified
expenses. Also, expenses reimbursed by a
state social service agency are not qualified
expenses unless you included the
reimbursement in your income.

Household Services
These are services needed to care for the
qualifying person as well as to run the home.
They include, for example, the services of a
cook, maid, babysitter, housekeeper, or
cleaning person if the services were partly
for the care of the qualifying person(s). Do
not include services of a chauffeur or
gardener.

You may also include your share of the
employment taxes paid on wages for
qualifying child and dependent care services.

Care of the Qualifying Person
Care includes the cost of services for the
qualifying person’s well-being and protection.
It does not include the cost of clothing or
entertainment.
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You may include the cost of care provided
outside your home for your dependent under
age 13 or any other qualifying person(s) who
regularly spends at least 8 hours a day in
your home. If the care was provided by a
dependent care center, the center must meet
all applicable state and local regulations. A
dependent care center is a place that
provides care for more than six persons
(other than persons who live there) and
receives a fee, payment, or grant for
providing services for any of those persons,
even if the center is not run for profit.

You may include amounts paid for food and
schooling only if these items are part of the
total care and cannot be separated from the
total cost. But do not include the cost of
schooling for a child in the first grade or
above. Also, do not include any expenses
for sending your child to an overnight camp.

Prior Year’s Expenses
If you had qualified expenses for 1997 that
you didn’t pay until 1998, you may be able to
claim these qualified expenses and increase
the amount of credit you can take in 1998.
For more information, see Amount of Credit
in federal Publication 503, Child and
Dependent Care Expenses. Also see the
instructions for line 11 on the next page.

Earned Income
Generally, this is your wages, salaries, tips,
and other employee compensation. This is
usually the amount shown on federal
Form 1040, line 7. But earned income does
not include a scholarship or fellowship grant
if you did not get a wage and tax statement
(federal Form W-2) for it.

Earned income does include certain
nontaxable earned income, such as meals
and lodging provided for the convenience of
your employer. Earned income also includes
414(h) retirement contributions shown on
your wage and tax statement(s), New York
State Form IT-2102 (Copy 1) or federal
Form W-2 (Copy 2). For more information,
see federal Publication 503, Child and
Dependent Care Expenses. However,
including nontaxable earned income will only
give you a larger credit if your other earned
income (and your spouse’s other earned
income if filing a joint return) is less than the
qualified expenses entered on line 5 of
Form IT-216.

If you were a statutory employee and are
filing Schedule C or C-EZ with your federal
return to report income and expenses as a
statutory employee, earned income also
includes the amount from line 1 of that
Schedule C or C-EZ.

If you were self-employed, earned income
also includes the amount shown on federal
Schedule SE, line 3, minus any deduction
you claim on federal Form 1040, line 27. If
you use either optional method to figure
self-employment tax, subtract any deduction
you claim on federal Form 1040, line 27,

from the total of the amounts on federal
Schedule SE, Section B, lines 3 and 4b to
figure your earned income.
Note: You must reduce your earned income
by any loss from self-employment.
If you are filing a joint federal return,
disregard community property laws. If your
spouse died in 1998 and had no earned
income, see federal Publication 503. If your
spouse was a student or disabled in 1998,
see the line 7 instructions for Form IT-216.

Filling in Your Claim Form
Form IT-216 is designed to let us use the
latest scanning and image-processing
equipment. Rectangular boxes have been
printed on the form to guide you in making
your handwritten entries. This will enable our
scanning equipment to read your return
more accurately and let us process it more
efficiently. Please spend a moment reviewing
the method below for making your entries:
— Please keep your name and address

entries within the spaces provided. For
example, your first name and middle
initial should not go past the vertical line
separating them from your last name,
and your last name should start to the
right of the vertical line. Similarly, your
mailing address, ZIP code, etc., should
be kept within the boxes provided.

— Please print (using a blue or black
ballpoint pen; no pencils, please) or type
all ‘‘X’’ marks and money amounts in the
boxes or spaces provided.

— Do not use dollar signs, commas,
decimal points, dashes or any other
punctuation marks or symbols.

— Write your numerals like this:

— Carefully enter your money amounts so
that the whole dollar amount ends in the
box immediately to the left of the cents
decimal and the cents amount starts in
the box immediately to the right of the
cents decimal.

— Make your money amount entries in the
boxes, allowing one numeral for each
area.
Example: If your entry for line 5 is
$3,525.50, your money field entry should
look like:

— Leave blank any spaces and boxes that
do not apply to you.

Line Instructions (for all filers)
All filers complete lines 1 through 14 as
applicable. (Form IT-100 filers - Do not file
Form IT-216 unless you have already filed
your Form IT-100 for 1998 and did not claim
the child and dependent care credit on it.)
Line 1

File Form IT-216 with your original 1998 New
York State income tax return. If you have
already filed your original return, you may file
Form IT-216 by itself. If you haven’t

previously filed your income tax return for
this year, you must file one with this claim.

Line 2

Complete columns (A) through (D) for each
person or organization that provided the
care. If you have more than two providers,
list the information on a separate sheet. You
can use federal Form W-10, Dependent Care
Provider’s Identification and Certification, or
any other source listed in its instructions to
get the information from the care provider. If
you do not give correct or complete
information, your credit may be disallowed
unless you can show you used due diligence
(a serious and earnest effort) in trying to get
the required information.

Due Diligence
You can show due diligence to get the
information by keeping in your records a
federal Form W-10 completed by the care
provider. Or you may keep one of the other
sources of information listed in the
instructions for Form W-10. If the provider
does not give you the information, complete
the entries you can on line 2 of Form IT-216.
For example, enter the provider’s name and
address. Write See Attached in the columns
for which you do not have the information.
Then, attach an explanation to your
Form IT-216 indicating that the care provider
did not give you the information you
requested.

Columns (A) and (B)

Enter the care provider’s name and
address. If you were covered by your
employer’s dependent care plan and your
employer furnished the care (either at your
workplace or by hiring a care provider),
enter your employer’s name in column (A).
Next, write See wage and tax statement
in column (B). Then leave columns (C)
and (D) blank. If your employer paid a third
party (not hired by your employer) on your
behalf to provide the care, you must give
information on the third party in columns
(A) through (D).

Column (C)

If the care provider is an individual, enter
his or her social security number (SSN).
Otherwise, enter the provider’s employer
identification number (EIN). If the provider
is a tax-exempt organization, write
Tax-Exempt in column (C).

Column (D)

Enter the total amount you actually paid
in 1998 to the care provider. Also, include
amounts your employer paid to a third
party on your behalf. It does not matter
when the expenses were incurred. Do not
reduce this amount by any reimbursement
you received.

Line 3

List the name, qualified expenses paid in
1998, social security number and year of
birth for the qualifying person(s) for whom
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you are claiming the New York State child
and dependent care credit.

Caution: To be eligible to claim the New
York State child and dependent care credit,
you must provide a correct and valid social
security number (SSN) for each person listed
on your tax return. If the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) has issued you an Individual
Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN)
because either you or a qualifying person
claimed on Form IT-216 is a resident or
nonresident alien, enter this ITIN in place of
the social security number.

If you have applied for a social security
number by filing federal Form SS-5 with the
Social Security Administration or you have
applied for an ITIN by filing federal Form W-7
with the IRS, but you have not received your
SSN or ITIN by the April 15, 1999, filing
deadline, you can either:

1) File Form IT-370 requesting an
automatic extension of time to file until
August 15, 1999. (This extension does
not give you any extra time to pay any
tax owed. You should pay any New York
taxes you expect to owe to avoid interest
or penalty charges. For more
information, see Form IT-370, Application
for Automatic Extension of Time to File
for Individuals.)

2) File your return on time without claiming
the child and dependent care credit and
do not attach Form IT-216. After
receiving the SSN, file Form IT-216 and
claim the credit.

Also be sure to place an X in the box under
the heading Person with disability if the
qualifying person had a disability and was
incapable of caring for himself or herself
during 1998.

Line 5

Using the filing description below that fits
you, enter the amount of your qualified
expenses as instructed.

— If you filed federal Form 2441 to claim
the federal child and dependent care
credit, enter on Form IT-216, line 5, the
amount from federal Form 2441, line 3.

— If you filed Form 2441 only to
complete Part III because you have
dependent care benefits reported in
box 10 of your federal Form W-2, enter
on Form IT-216, line 5, the amount
from line e of Worksheet 1 below.

— If you did not file federal Form 2441
but are completing Form IT-216 to
claim the New York State child and
dependent care credit, enter the
amount of qualifying expenses you
incurred and paid in 1998. Do not
include the following expenses on
line 5.

1. Qualified expenses you incurred in
1998 but did not pay until 1999.
However, next year you may be
able to use these expenses to
increase your 1999 credit.

2. Qualified expenses you incurred in
1997 but did not pay until 1998. If
you had prior year expenses you
did not pay until 1998, see the
instructions for line 11 below.

For more information, see Qualified
Expenses on the front page.

Line 6

Enter only your earned income on line 6
(do not include your spouse’s). For more
information, see Earned Income on the
previous page.

Line 7

If you are filing your return using filing status
➁, Married filing joint return, enter only your
spouse’s earned income on line 7. If you
are using any other filing status, enter the
amount from line 6 on line 7.

Spouse Who Was a Student or
Disabled — Your spouse was a student if
he or she was enrolled as a full-time student
at a school during any 5 months of 1998.
Your spouse was disabled if he or she was
not capable of self-care. Figure your
spouse’s earned income on a monthly basis.

For each month or part of a month your
spouse was a student or was disabled, he or
she is considered to have worked and
earned income. His or her other earned
income for each month is considered to be
at least $200 ($400 if more than one
qualifying person was cared for in 1998). If
your spouse also worked during that month,
use the higher of $200 (or $400) or his or
her actual earned income for that month. If,
in the same month, both you and your
spouse were either students or disabled, this
rule applies to only one of you for that
month.

For any month that your spouse was not
disabled or a student, use your spouse’s
actual earned income if he or she worked
during the month.

Line 8

Enter the smallest of line 5, 6, or 7. Federal
limitations require you to use the lesser of
qualified expenses, your earned income, or
your spouse’s earned income (if applicable)
in the computation of the federal credit.

Line 9

Enter your federal adjusted gross income
from Form IT-200, line 8, IT-201, line 18, or
Form IT-203, line 18, Federal Amount
column.

Line 10

Enter on line 10 the appropriate decimal
amount for your federal adjusted gross
income shown on line 9.

Line 11

This is your eligible federal child and
dependent care credit. If you claimed the
child and dependent care credit on your
federal return, the amount shown on
Form IT-216, line 11, should be the same as
the amount shown on federal Form 2441,
line 9, before any federal limitation.

If you had qualified expenses for 1997 that
you didn’t pay until 1998, you may be able to
claim these qualified expenses and increase
the amount of credit you can take in 1998. If
you can take a credit for 1997 expenses paid
in 1998, write PYE and the amount of the
credit you are claiming for prior year
expenses on the dotted line next to line 11.
Also include this amount in the line 11
amount box. Attach a statement showing
how you figured the credit for 1997
expenses.

Line 12

Transfer the amount from line 11 to line 12
and complete the remainder of Form IT-216.

Line 13

For 1998, the New York State child and
dependent care credit is a minimum of 20%
and as much as 100% of the federal credit,
depending on the amount of your New York
adjusted gross income. Enter in the space
provided your New York adjusted gross
income using the following:

• Form IT-200 filers — amount from
line e of the worksheet below.

• Form IT-201 filers — amount from
line 31 of Form IT-201.

• Form IT-203 filers — amount from
line 31 of Form IT-203.

Use the table on the next page to determine
the decimal to be entered on line 13.

Worksheet 1
a. Enter the amount of

qualified expenses you
incurred and paid in 1998.
Do not include on this line
any excluded benefits
shown on federal
Form 2441, line 18 . . . . . . a.

b. Enter $2,400 ($4,800 if
two or more qualifying
persons) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . b.

c. Enter the amount from
federal Form 2441,
line 18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . c.

d. Subtract line c from line b.
If zero or less, stop. You
cannot take the credit.
Exception: If you paid
prior year (1997)
expenses in 1998, see the
line 11 instructions
below. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . d.

e. Enter the smaller of line a
or line d here and on
Form IT-216, line 5 . . . . . . . e.

Worksheet 2 (for IT-200 Filers only)
a. Enter the amount from

Form IT-200, line 11 . . . . . a.
b. Enter the amount from

Form IT-200, line 12 . . . . . b.
c. Enter the amount from

Form IT-200, line 13 . . . . . c.
d. Add lines b and c . . . . . . . d.
e. Subtract line d from line a.

Enter this amount here
and on Form IT-216, in the
New York adjusted gross
income space . . . . . . . . . . e.
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$ - 17,000 1.000*
17,000 - 17,100 .997
17,100 - 17,200 .991
17,200 - 17,300 .985
17,300 - 17,400 .978
17,400 - 17,500 .972
17,500 - 17,600 .966
17,600 - 17,700 .960
17,700 - 17,800 .954
17,800 - 17,900 .948
17,900 - 18,000 .942
18,000 - 18,100 .935
18,100 - 18,200 .929
18,200 - 18,300 .923
18,300 - 18,400 .917
18,400 - 18,500 .911
18,500 - 18,600 .905
18,600 - 18,700 .898
18,700 - 18,800 .892
18,800 - 18,900 .886
18,900 - 19,000 .880
19,000 - 19,100 .874
19,100 - 19,200 .868
19,200 - 19,300 .862
19,300 - 19,400 .855
19,400 - 19,500 .849
19,500 - 19,600 .843
19,600 - 19,700 .837
19,700 - 19,800 .831
19,800 - 19,900 .825
19,900 - 20,000 .818
20,000 - 20,100 .812
20,100 - 20,200 .806

20,200 - 20,300 .800
20,300 - 20,400 .794
20,400 - 20,500 .788
20,500 - 20,600 .782
20,600 - 20,700 .775
20,700 - 20,800 .769
20,800 - 20,900 .763
20,900 - 21,000 .757
21,000 - 21,100 .751
21,100 - 21,200 .745
21,200 - 21,300 .738
21,300 - 21,400 .732
21,400 - 21,500 .726
21,500 - 21,600 .720
21,600 - 21,700 .714
21,700 - 21,800 .708
21,800 - 21,900 .702
21,900 - 22,000 .695
22,000 - 22,100 .689
22,100 - 22,200 .683
22,200 - 22,300 .677
22,300 - 22,400 .671
22,400 - 22,500 .665
22,500 - 22,600 .658
22,600 - 22,700 .652
22,700 - 22,800 .646
22,800 - 22,900 .640
22,900 - 23,000 .634
23,000 - 23,100 .628
23,100 - 23,200 .622
23,200 - 23,300 .615
23,300 - 23,400 .609
23,400 - 23,500 .603

23,500 - 23,600 .597
23,600 - 23,700 .591
23,700 - 23,800 .585
23,800 - 23,900 .578
23,900 - 24,000 .572
24,000 - 24,100 .566
24,100 - 24,200 .560
24,200 - 24,300 .554
24,300 - 24,400 .548
24,400 - 24,500 .542
24,500 - 24,600 .535
24,600 - 24,700 .529
24,700 - 24,800 .523
24,800 - 24,900 .517
24,900 - 25,000 .511
25,000 - 25,100 .505
25,100 - 25,200 .498
25,200 - 25,300 .492
25,300 - 25,400 .486
25,400 - 25,500 .480
25,500 - 25,600 .474
25,600 - 25,700 .468
25,700 - 25,800 .462
25,800 - 25,900 .455
25,900 - 26,000 .449
26,000 - 26,100 .443
26,100 - 26,200 .437
26,200 - 26,300 .431
26,300 - 26,400 .425
26,400 - 26,500 .418
26,500 - 26,600 .412
26,600 - 26,700 .406
26,700 - 26,800 .400

26,800 - 26,900 .394
26,900 - 27,000 .388
27,000 - 27,100 .382
27,100 - 27,200 .375
27,200 - 27,300 .369
27,300 - 27,400 .363
27,400 - 27,500 .357
27,500 - 27,600 .351
27,600 - 27,700 .345
27,700 - 27,800 .338
27,800 - 27,900 .332
27,900 - 28,000 .326
28,000 - 28,100 .320
28,100 - 28,200 .314
28,200 - 28,300 .308
28,300 - 28,400 .302
28,400 - 28,500 .295
28,500 - 28,600 .289
28,600 - 28,700 .283
28,700 - 28,800 .277
28,800 - 28,900 .271
28,900 - 29,000 .265
29,000 - 29,100 .258
29,100 - 29,200 .252
29,200 - 29,300 .246
29,300 - 29,400 .240
29,400 - 29,500 .234
29,500 - 29,600 .228
29,600 - 29,700 .222
29,700 - 29,800 .215
29,800 - 29,900 .209
29,900 - 29,999 .203
29,999 - No Limit .200

Over But Not
Over

Enter on
Line 13

Over But Not
Over

Enter on
Line 13

Over But Not
Over

Enter on
Line 13

Over But Not
Over

Enter on
Line 13

Line 14 — If you are attaching this claim to
your original 1998 New York State income
tax return and you answered No at line 1:

• Residents — Transfer the line 14
amount to Form IT-200, line 34, or
Form IT-201, line 57.

• Nonresidents — Transfer the line 14
amount to Form IT-203, line 39.

• Part-year residents — Transfer the
line 14 amount to Form IT-203, line 39
and continue on line 15 of
Form IT-216.

Where to File
If you have previously filed your 1998 New
York State income tax return and you
answered Yes at line 1: mail your completed
form to: State Processing Center,
PO Box 61000, Albany, NY 12261-0001.

Private Delivery Services
The date recorded or marked by certain
private delivery services, as designated by
the U.S. Secretary of the Treasury or the
Commissioner of Taxation and Finance, will
be treated as a postmark, and that date will

be considered to be the date of delivery in
determining whether your return was filed on
time. (Designated delivery services are listed
in Publication 55, Designated Private
Delivery Services. See the instructions for
your return for information on ordering forms
and publications. If you use any private
delivery service, address your return to:
State Processing Center, 431C Broadway,
Menands, NY 12204.

Line Instructions for Part-Year
Residents Only (Lines 15-22)
Lines 15 through 22 need to be completed
only by part-year residents claiming the New
York State child and dependent care credit
who are filing, or have previously filed,
Form IT-203, Nonresident and Part-Year
Resident Income Tax Return, for 1998. The
amounts for these lines can be found on the
appropriate lines of Form IT-203 or
Form IT-203-ATT, Itemized Deduction, and
Other Taxes and Tax Credits, or the
instructions for Form IT-203.

The New York State child and dependent
care credit must first reduce your tax liability

to zero before the remaining excess is
eligible to be refunded. The amount to be
refunded will be based on the ratio of
resident period income to the combined
income from both the resident and
nonresident periods.

Line 21 — Divide line 19 by line 20 and
carry the result to four decimal places. Do
not enter more than 100% (1.0000) even if
your actual result is more than 100%. If the
result is zero percent (0%), you have no
remaining excess child care credit available
to be refunded. Do not complete line 22.

Line 22 — If line 21 is greater than 0%,
multiply line 18 by line 21 and enter the
result on line 22. If you answered No at
line 1, transfer the line 22 amount to
Form IT-203-ATT, line 55 and attach
Form IT-216 to your Form IT-203-ATT. This
amount represents the refundable portion of
your part-year resident child and dependent
care credit.

See Where to File and Private Delivery
Services above.

New York State Child and Dependent Care Credit Limitation Table

* This may be any amount up to $17,000, including zero or a negative amount


