
Testing guidelines and additional information 
All software developers participating in the NYS e-file Program must test. The tests verify that the e-file software 
creates a complete return, carries appropriate values from one line/form to another, and formats and transmits 
NYS returns according to the XML specifications. Software developers must test all the NYS e-file forms that 
they support. 

To ensure adequate time for testing before the filing season, software developers should submit their initial 
NYS test files as soon as possible. There is a deadline of March 1st for the completion of testing with NYS. 
We do not require software developers to pass federal testing before testing with NYS. Software developers 
may conduct federal and state testing concurrently if the IRS allows it. 

If you do not support one of the primary forms do not submit that test. If you do not support one of more of the 
forms associated with a test, submit the test without the unsupported form(s). If this is done, an email must be 
sent to BTBCTELF@tax.ny.gov indicating the forms not included. Contact NYS if you desire to send additional 
test returns not covered in this test package. NYS will provide you with a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet to enter 
your test submission information and email to us each time you transmit test scenarios for review. 

Assurance Testing System (ATS) Changes for Tax Year 2024 

The department replaced tax form-based test cases with scenario-based test cases. The test conditions are 
outlined in written PDF format and provide the necessary information to compose and calculate the test 
returns. The actual forms will not be provided.  

• Scenario-based test cases include schedules, line numbers, and descriptions.

• For blank or zero field values and fields requiring software calculations, we will either:
 not include them in the test case, or
 describe them as software calculated.

• Your software must populate any data resulting from software calculations, as well as data totaled or
transferred from another form in the return.

• If a test results in a balance due, an ACH debit payment is required.

• Each software developer will be assigned (by email) a unique 2-digit code to replace the xx digits of
various EINs used throughout each scenario.

Forms CT-300 and CT-400 approval requirements 

• Mandatory first installments and estimated payments are paid toward the future year, as well as the
present tax year. Annual efile approval for both forms include current and future tax years. All
software developers are required to test annually and receive partial approval, for Forms CT-300
and CT-400 by December 31st. Software packages also must be updated with the latest schema for
both forms by the December 31st deadline.

• All Forms CT-300 and CT-400 submissions transmitted by software developers, not meeting the
December 31st deadline, when filing season begins, may be subject to rejection.

Payment Information 
The following payment information should be used for all tests with payments: 
Bank Account Number: 123456789 
ABA Number: 221373383 
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Account Type: Checking  
Account Holder: Business 
Payment Date: Proper due date of the test form or installment * 
*Exception for Test 10D, element ELC_AUTH_EFCTV_DT - If December future due date is greater than one 
year from today's date, then use a payment date within one year to prevent rejection. 

Third-party designee information 
Designee’s name: Bill Smith 
Designee's phone number: 518-555-2525 
Designee's email address: billsmith@taxesdoneright.com  
PIN: 23456 
Authorized person information 
Printed name of authorized person: John Doe 
Official title: President 
Email address of authorized person: johndoe@nycorp.com  
Telephone:518-555-2626 
Date: (Enter due date) 
Preparer information 
Firm’s name: Taxes Done Right  
Firm’s EIN: 123456789  
Preparer’s PTIN/SSN: P87654321/987645321 
Address: 315 Return Pkwy, Albany NY, 12227  
Email address: billsmith@taxesdoneright.com  
Preparer’s NYTPRIN: 65432178 
Date: (Enter due date) 
Transmitting test files 
Software developers must transmit NYS test files through the IRS Mef system. You will get an 
acknowledgment from the IRS. If your test file is accepted by the IRS, NYS will retrieve your test files. If your 
test file is rejected by the IRS, you must correct the error and re-transmit. You may transmit an incomplete set 
of test cases during testing. However, a final complete set of acceptable test returns must be submitted to be 
accepted into the NYS e-file Program. 
When your test has been transmitted to the IRS, you must send an email to: BTBCTELF@tax.ny.gov. 
This email MUST include the test submission ID numbers for ALL test cases submitted, and any deviation from 
the test data. If your test is significantly different than the DTF test example, it would help to include a PDF of 
your test document in the e-mail, showing the main and supporting forms with data that you sent in your 
submission.  
We will retrieve test submissions by submission ID number from the IRS, so it is imperative that you include 
ALL test submission ID numbers in your e-mail to NYS. If we do not receive the submission ID number from 
you, we cannot retrieve the test submission and will not be able to review it. 

Communicating test results 
NYS will conduct testing on NYS forms and inform each software developer of its testing results by email. NYS 
will inform software developers of the receipt of a test file, and the test results will be emailed to the software 
developers as soon as possible. NYS will make every effort to provide test results to software developers 
within 48 hours, Monday through Friday. 
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Test acknowledgment 
NYS will not send acknowledgments (ACK files) for test file received. NYS will send one ACK to new software 
developers/transmitters to test the acknowledgment system. NYS will inform the new software 
developers/transmitters when the ACK file will be sent. 

New York State Signature Requirement 
NYS requires tax preparation software to display text to users for each tax document prepared. Software 
developers must submit “screen shots” taken from their software and certify that no return can be submitted 
unless the user checks the checkbox that is displayed. The box cannot have a default check within the box 
when it is displayed to the user. 

Approval of e-file software 
To be accepted into the NYS e-file program, software developers are required to successfully complete the NYS 
testing, in addition to completing the IRS testing. In addition, 90% of paper forms testing must be completed 
before e-file approval can be granted for production returns. Once software developers successfully complete 
testing, NYS will inform them by email that their e-file software has been approved for NYS e-file. A list of 
approved e-file software packages will be posted on NYS Tax Department’s website, with a link to the software’s 
website (if provided by the software developers).  

3


	Payment Information
	Third-party designee information
	Authorized person information
	Preparer information
	Transmitting test files
	Communicating test results
	Test acknowledgment
	New York State Signature Requirement
	Approval of e-file software
	To be accepted into the NYS e-file program, software developers are required to successfully complete the NYS testing, in addition to completing the IRS testing. In addition, 90% of paper forms testing must be completed before e-file approval can be g...


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




