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Qualified Empire Zone Enterprise (QEZE)
 Sales and Use Tax Refund Rates

Effective March 1, 2015

Businesses certified by ESD before April 1, 2009, may apply 
for a refund of the New York State and MCTD (if applicable) 
sales and use tax, and in some cases, local sales and use 
tax, on qualifying purchases. You may apply for a refund 
only if you have applied for and received Form DTF-81, 
Qualified Empire Zone Enterprise Sales Tax Certification, 
from the Tax Department. You must also receive your Empire 
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Zone Retention Certificate from ESD before applying for a 
refund, and meet all of the other eligibility requirements. A 
refund claim may be filed only once each sales tax quarter. 
See TSB-M-09(12)S, Changes to Qualified Empire Zone 
Enterprise (QEZE) Program (Articles 28 and 29) - Effective 
September 1, 2009, for more information.

The chart below lists the tax refund rates currently in effect 
for businesses certified by ESD prior to April 1, 2009.

Part 1 — Businesses certified by Empire State Development (ESD) before April 1, 2009

The cities of Corning and Hornell (in Steuben County) repealed their local sales and use tax effective March 1, 2015. See Locality 
Notices ST-15-1 and ST-15-2 for more information.

For businesses certified by ESD before April 1, 2009



Text Telephone (TTY) Hotline (for persons with 
hearing and speech disabilities using a TTY): If you 
have access to a TTY, contact us at (518) 485-5082. 
If you do not own a TTY, check with independent 
living centers or community action programs to find 
out where machines are available for public use.

Need help?
Telephone assistance

Sales Tax Information Center: 	 (518) 485-2889

To order forms and publications: 	 (518) 457-5431

Persons with disabilities: In compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, we will ensure that our 
lobbies, offices, meeting rooms, and other facilities 
are accessible to persons with disabilities. If you have 
questions about special accommodations for persons 
with disabilities, call the information center.

Visit our Web site at www.tax.ny.gov
•	 get information and manage your taxes online
•	 check for new online services and features

A business certified by ESD on or after April 1, 2009, 
may apply for a refund or credit of New York State and, if 
applicable, MCTD sales and use tax on qualifying purchases 
only if the locality where the purchase is made elects to 
provide this refund. If a locality is not listed below, it has not 
enacted this refund and no refund of any New York State, 
MCTD, or local tax is allowed.

You must receive your Empire Zone Retention Certificate 
from ESD before applying for a refund. A refund claim may 
be filed only once each sales tax quarter.

See TSB-M-09(12)S, Changes to Qualified Empire Zone 
Enterprise (QEZE) Program (Articles 28 and 29) - Effective 
September 1, 2009, for more information.

The chart below lists the localities that have elected the 
refund/credit and the tax refund rates currently in effect in 
those localities for businesses certified by ESD on or after 
April 1, 2009.
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Erie County	 8¾
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Part 2 — Businesses certified by (ESD) on or after April 1, 2009

For businesses certified by ESD on
or after April 1, 2009




